




The School of Monsters: Learn and Play 
series brings learning into home-life in a 

fun, silly and engaging way! 



Meet the Author
Sally Rippin

Sally Rippin is one of Australia’s best-
selling and most-beloved children’s 

authors. She has written over 50 books for 
children and young adults, and her mantel 

holds numerous awards for her writing. 

Best known for her Billie B Brown and Hey 
Jack!, and Polly and Buster series, Sally 

loves to write stories with heart, as well as 
characters that resonate with children, 

parents and teachers alike. 



Meet the Illustrator
Chris Kennett

Chris Kennett has been drawing ever 
since he could hold a pencil (or so his 

mum says). But professionally, Chris has 
been creating quirky characters for just 

over 20 years. 

He's best known for drawing weird and 
wonderful creatures from the Star Wars 
universe, but he also loves drawing cute 
and cuddly monsters – and he hopes you 

do too! parents and teachers alike. 
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Fun with Letters!
Teacher-approved Learning Workbook
Sally Rippin

Chris Kennett

The School of Monsters has begun.
Let's learn about LETTERS – just for fun!

The School of Monsters: Learn and Play series bridges the gap between school and home to ignite the spark of learning.
Kids getting ready for kinder and school will love practising REAL schoolwork with their friends at the School of Monsters – in 
a funny, silly (and smelly) way!

Each book is full of teacher-approved worksheets and activities to promote school readiness!

Key Information

• Perfectly crafted for first-time readers, School of Monsters is the perfect bridging series to introduce children to
chapter books.

• School of Monsters: Learn and Play take that love of learning one step further with teacher-crafted activities to develop a
love of learning.

• Preparing our audience forschool readiness with the transition from kinder/pre-school to prep.
• Simple vocabulary, engaging storylines, large text and short sentences encourage and inspire confidence in new readers.
• Educational content wrapped up in bright, colourful artwork and loveable characters!
• Kids in kinder and prep will love practising ‘real’ school work with their friends at the School of Monsters - in a funny, silly

(and smelly) way!
• These books are bright, bold, high-quality colour and activity - and teacher-approved!

https://www.dropbox.com/s/hg45qpyns2c544a/School%20of%20Monsters%20Fun%20with%20Letters.pdf?dl=0
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Fun with Numbers!
Teacher-approved Learning Workbook
Sally Rippin

Chris Kennett

The School of Monsters has begun.
Let's learn about NUMBERS – just for fun!

The School of Monsters: Learn and Play series bridges the gap between school and home to ignite the spark of learning.
Kids getting ready for kinder and school will love practising REAL schoolwork with their friends at the School of Monsters – in 
a funny, silly (and smelly) way!

Each book is full of teacher-approved worksheets and activities to promote school readiness!

Key Information

• Perfectly crafted for first-time readers, School of Monsters is the perfect bridging series to introduce children to
chapter books.

• School of Monsters: Learn and Play take that love of learning one step further with teacher-crafted activities to develop a
love of learning.

• Preparing our audience forschool readiness with the transition from kinder/pre-school to prep.
• Simple vocabulary, engaging storylines, large text and short sentences encourage and inspire confidence in new readers.
• Educational content wrapped up in bright, colourful artwork and loveable characters!
• Kids in kinder and prep will love practising ‘real’ school work with their friends at the School of Monsters - in a funny, silly

(and smelly) way!
• These books are bright, bold, high-quality colour and activity - and teacher-approved!

Child Novelty

https://www.dropbox.com/s/z57h6tq24a69eqy/School%20of%20Monsters%20Fun%20with%20Numbers%21.pdf?dl=0
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TraceTrace and write the number 0 TraceTrace and write the number 1

Mark out 1 square in the frame

Colour 1 picture

Find and circlecircle 
the number 0

This is the number zero This is the number one

0 0 0 0

0 zero 1 one

1 1 1 1

1 12 22 2
0 50 1

4 4
4 40 3

3 01 1

Find and circlecircle 
the number 1



Mark out 2 squares in the frame

Colour 2 pictures

2
two

TraceTrace and write the number 2

This is the number two

2 2 2 2

2 two
3

three

TraceTrace and write the number 3

Mark out 3 squares in the frame

Colour 3 pictures

This is the number three

3 three

3 3 3 3

11 22 22
55 11

44
44

33
00 11

Find and circlecircle 
the number 3

Find and circlecircle 
the number 2
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Fun with Shapes!
Teacher-approved Learning Workbook
Sally Rippin

Chris Kennett

The School of Monsters has begun.
Let's learn about SHAPES – just for fun!

The School of Monsters: Learn and Play series bridges the gap between school and home to ignite the spark of learning.
Kids getting ready for kinder and school will love practising REAL schoolwork with their friends at the School of Monsters – 
in a funny, silly (and smelly) way!

Each book is full of teacher-approved worksheets and activities to promote school readiness!

Key Information

• Perfectly crafted for first-time readers, School of Monsters is the perfect bridging series to introduce children to
chapter books.

• School of Monsters: Learn and Play take that love of learning one step further with teacher-crafted activities to develop a
love of learning.

• Preparing our audience forschool readiness with the transition from kinder/pre-school to prep.
• Simple vocabulary, engaging storylines, large text and short sentences encourage and inspire confidence in new readers.
• Educational content wrapped up in bright, colourful artwork and loveable characters!
• Kids in kinder and prep will love practising ‘real’ school work with their friends at the School of Monsters - in a funny, silly

(and smelly) way!
• These books are bright, bold, high-quality colour and activity - and teacher-approved!

Child Novelty

https://www.dropbox.com/s/i8bg4mnmqtl1e5x/School%20of%20Monsters%20Fun%20with%20Shapes.pdf?dl=0


Circle Triangle

TraceTrace it TraceTrace it

Triangles can also 
look like this.

Triangles always 
have three sides.

DrawDraw your own DrawDraw your own

FindFind and colourcolour the circles FindFind and colourcolour the triangles

Circle Triangle



Square

TraceTrace it

DrawDraw your own

FindFind and colourcolour the squares

Square
Rectangle

TraceTrace it

A rectangle looks a little bit like a 
square. It also has 4 sides but 2 sides 

are longer and 2 sides are shorter.

A square has 4 sides.  
Each side is the same length.

DrawDraw your own

FindFind and colourcolour the rectangles

Rectangle
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Fun with Words!
Teacher-approved Learning Workbook
Sally Rippin

Chris Kennett

The School of Monsters has begun.
Let's learn about WORDS – just for fun!

The School of Monsters: Learn and Play series bridges the gap between school and home to ignite the spark of learning.
Kids getting ready for kinder and school will love practising REAL schoolwork with their friends at the School of Monsters – in 
a funny, silly (and smelly) way!

Each book is full of teacher-approved worksheets and activities to promote school readiness!

Key Information

• Perfectly crafted for first-time readers, School of Monsters is the perfect bridging series to introduce children to chapter
books.
School of Monsters: Learn and Play take that love of learning one step further with teacher-crafted activities to develop
a love of learning.

• Preparing our audience forschool readiness with the transition from kinder/pre-school to prep.
• Simple vocabulary, engaging storylines, large text and short sentences encourage and inspire confidence in new readers.

• Educational content wrapped up in bright, colourful artwork and loveable characters!
• Kids in kinder and prep will love practising ‘real’ school work with their friends at the School of Monsters - in a funny, silly

(and smelly) way!
• These books are bright, bold, high-quality colour and activity - and teacher-approved!

Child Novelty

https://www.dropbox.com/s/rsjt1t42kcju64l/School%20of%20Monsters%20Fun%20with%20Words.pdf?dl=0
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PACK ISBN: 9349685017769 

INIDICATIVE IMAGERY 

PACK INCLUDES:

6 x copies of School Of Monsters Learn & Play: Fun with Letters!, 
6 x copies of School Of Monsters Learn & Play: Fun with Numbers!,  
6 x copies of School Of Monsters Learn & Play: Fun with Shapes!, 
6 x copies of School Of Monsters Learn & Play: Fun with Words!

6 x copies of 
Fun with Letters!

6 x copies of 
Fun with Numbers!

6 x copies of 
Fun with Shapes!

6 x copies of 
Fun with Words!

PRICING:

AU/NZ RRP: $215.76 / $ 239.76
AU/NZ Net: $107.88 / $ 119.88
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The Wayward Witch and the Feelings Monster
Polly and Buster: BOOK ONE
Sally Rippin

From Australia’s best-selling female author, Sally Rippin, comes Polly and Buster – a junior fiction series about the 
magic of friendship. 

Who ever heard of a witch and a monster being friends?

Everyone knows that witches don’t mix with monsters. Witches are educated, clever, sophisticated. But monsters? 
Monsters are just uncouth. Some are even dangerous. But Polly the witch and Buster the feelings monster have been best 
friends forever. It’s the sort of friendship that makes your heart squeeze with happiness. Somehow, they've managed to 
keep their friendship a secret. Until one day, when everything changes ..

• Shortlisted for the 2020 YABBA Awards, 2018 ABIA Book of the Year for Younger Children, 2018 Indie Book Awards:
Children's, 2018 Reading and Enjoying Australian Literature Awards, Fiction for Younger Readers, 2018 ABA Nielsen
Booksellers Choice Award, 2018 Speech Pathology Australia Book of the Year.

• A 2018 CBCA Notable Book of the Year for Younger Readers

Key Information
• Sally Rippin is one of Australia’s BEST-SELLING CHILDREN’S AUTHORS.
• This is the first time ever Sally has written AND illustrated a series!
• Polly and Buster has the immediate sense of a modern classic.
• A book about empathy, understanding and love. So important for the times we live in!
• Stunning paperback edition, with beautiful glossy foil – this is a must-have for Sally Rippin fans.

Child Middle Fiction

https://www.dropbox.com/s/swpviqlyqmfq5ln/Polly%20and%20Buster%2001%20The%20Wayward%20Witch.pdf?dl=0


Buster tips out his pockets onto the branch. 

Today he has stones and sticks and three glass 

 he says, grinning widely,  

his moss-green fur glowing pink  

Polly smiles. ‘Thanks, Buster,’  

she says, as cheerily as she  

can manage. She loves  

Buster’s jamcakes, 

 

 

 

   she doesn’t feel hungry today.  

  Polly sits and watches her  

dearest friend shove one  

 

into his big, wet mouth.  

Eventually Buster notices  

that Polly isn’t eating.  

‘Wash da madder?’  
   he asks, spraying crumbs  

   all over her. 

Shorry,’ he says. 



24 25

made me stay behind and clean up the whole 

That’s really bad.’ He immediately shrinks in size. 

When Buster feels happy he gets bigger and 

brighter. When he is sad he becomes small 

and grey. When Buster feels Polly’s feelings he 

         almost becomes the same size as her. 

       Polly thinks this is the  

  sign of a true friend. 

Polly leans up against Buster. He feels warm 

and soft and comforting. Like a favourite 

blanket. ‘I don’t know what’s wrong with me,’ 

she says in a little voice. ‘Winifred is so good at 

spells. I’m hopeless at everything.’

‘No, you’re not,’ Buster growls. He puts his 

arm around Polly and pulls her in tight. ‘You 

might not be good at spells and potions and 

big sister is good at. But you’re much better at 

being a friend.’

‘Thanks, Buster,’ Polly says. She allows a 

smile to creep across her face.

‘And you’re much better at climbing trees,’ 

Buster says, grinning. 



26 27

‘That’s not a very useful thing to be good at,’ 

Polly giggles.

‘It is if you’re a monster,’ Buster says. ‘Maybe 

you should come to my school and learn to be 

a monster?’

At Darklands School for Monsters, students 

get to climb as much as they like. Buster gets 

top marks for climbing. As well as climbing, 

they do growling and crashing and 

crunching. This always sounds like fun to 

Polly. 

‘I’d love that,’ she says, ‘but I do want to 

become a proper witch. A real Black Witch like 

 

I don’t want to be an ordinary Green Witch like 

Mum, who prefers to drive a car and does her 

shopping at Witch Mart. My mum never does 

magic anymore. I mean, what’s the point of 

never use it when you grow up?’

Buster shrugs. ‘Not every witch can be a 

Black Witch,’ he says. ‘But you’ll be special 

always be special to me.’

Polly feels her heart squeeze with love for 

Buster. She throws her arms around his big, 

thick waist. ‘You are the loveliest friend a witch 

could ever have.’ 
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The Mystery of the Magic Stones
Polly and Buster BOOK TWO
Sally Rippin

What would you do if everyone thought your best friend was dangerous?

Polly the witch and Buster the monster shouldn’t be friends. And they definitely shouldn’t be on the run from almost 
everyone in town.But when Polly is called to the Hollow Valley Mines – the forbidden, haunted mines – by her magic 
stones, these two best friends have a big decision to make.Do they stay hidden and safe, or risk it all to save the day?

The magical sequel to The Wayward Witch and the Feelings Monster. Written and illustrated by Sally Rippin.

• Longlisted for the 2019 ABIA Book of the Year for Younger Children

Key Information
• Sally Rippin is one of Australia’s BEST-SELLING CHILDREN’S AUTHORS.
• This is the first time ever Sally has written AND illustrated a series!
• Polly and Buster has the immediate sense of a modern classic.
• A book about empathy, understanding and love. So important for the times we live in!
• Stunning paperback edition, with beautiful glossy foil – this is a must-have for Sally Rippin fans.

Child Middle Fiction

AU$16.99 | NZ$18.99

https://www.dropbox.com/s/xbmtgqwckmj32ra/Polly%20and%20Buster%2002%20The%20Mystery%20of%20the%20Magic%20Stones.pdf?dl=0


     olly Proggett and Buster Grewclaw are the very best of   

       friends. But Polly is a witch and Buster is a monster, and in 

Blackmoon Coven witches and monsters just don’t mix. 

Polly and Buster have managed to keep their friendship 

a secret so far – until one fateful day, on a school excursion to 

the gallery, when Polly accidentally unleashes a spell to protect 

Buster from his classmates, who are bullying him. Polly is 

terrified other witches will find out she is friendly with monsters 

and begs her teacher, Miss Spinnaker, to help keep her secret. 

However, Deidre Halloway, head of the Committee, tells 

everyone that Polly did the spell to protect her daughter, Malorie, 

and that the monsters in the gallery are dangerous. 

Polly is celebrated as a hero, and so she goes along with the story. 

What Came  
Before Now

P

But Polly’s newfound popularity and this small untruth come 

with a terrible price. 

A Witches Against Monsters movement 

begins to form, led by Mrs Halloway, and quickly spreads 

throughout the town. Polly and Buster manage to escape Mrs 

Halloway and her followers in the nick of time, and now they 

are hiding out in Miss Spinnaker’s little kitchen, too frightened 

to return home. 

Polly knows it’s her fault that Buster has got caught up in 

Mrs Halloway’s horrible plan. She knows if Mrs Halloway can 

convince enough witches that Buster is dangerous, 

the Mayor may agree to banish all monsters from Blackmoon 

Coven, for good!  

How can Polly fix the trouble she has created? All she has are 

some magic stones, the faith of her teacher, and her very best 

friend by her side …



2

     olly sits at her teacher’s kitchen table  

    and thinks about what lies ahead. She knows 

she is going to have to be braver than she has 

ever been. And cleverer than she has ever been. 

But frankly, she would 

rather be home in bed. 

‘Does it have to be me?’ she asks her teacher.

She didn’t mean for her voice to come out 

quite so grumpy, but her head is hurting 

and her hand is hurting and it has been a very 

long day. Escaping a fury of crazed witches 

and being bitten on the hand by a frightened 

monster aren’t exactly the things that make 

you want to take on the world when you’re only 

nine years old.

Polly rests her sore hand on the table and 

closes her eyes. The potion Miss Spinnaker has 

dabbed onto the bite has calmed the throbbing, 

and the swelling is beginning to disappear. 

When she opens her eyes again she sees her 

teacher looking at her kindly. 

One

P
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‘I’m afraid so, Polly,’ Miss Spinnaker says. ‘It’s 

true it’s a little surprising the stones have chosen 

someone quite as –’ she pauses as she considers 

her words carefully, ‘well, inexperienced as you, 

but we must trust them. They will tell you what 

to do. Don’t worry. I am here and I will help 

you as best I can.’

‘Me too!’ says Buster eagerly. He wipes 

ju-ju fruit juice from his chin with his big, 

hairy paw. ‘I am brave and strong and I would 

absolutely love to be part of an adventure.’

Polly sighs. Only a few days ago her life was 

so predictably ordinary. Normally, at this time 

of night, she would be snuggled up next to her 

mother watching TV, their pet bortal snoring on 

the rug and her older sister, Winifred, picking at 

her black nail polish in the beanbag in front of 

them. Instead, she is hiding out in her teacher’s 

little cottage with her best friend, while a nasty 

gaggle of witches is out there looking for them.

That’s what you get for trying to be a hero, she 

grumbles to herself, and for a moment Polly 

regrets having stood up for her oldest and 

dearest friend when he was being bullied in the 

gallery for showing his feelings. But when she 

looks at Buster, who is smiling at her goofily 
with a purple smear of ju-ju juice across his 

chin, she knows she never really had a choice. 

Friends stand up for friends, no matter what. 

There’s no two ways about it. 
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The Search for the Silver Witch
Polly and Buster BOOK THREE
Sally Rippin

Is being best friends enough to save a whole town?

Polly and Buster have always believed that witches and monsters can be friends, but it seems no-one else agrees. With 
the witches furious and the monsters in uproar, their whole town is heading for a war … and yet no-one realises that a 
much greater menace lurks nearby. 

Can Polly and Buster bring everyone together in time to save their town from the biggest danger of all?

The thrilling finale to the much-loved Polly and Buster trilogy, written and illustrated by award-winning and best-selling 
author Sally Rippin.

Key Information
• The stunning finale in Sally Rippin's bestselling trilogy about the forbidden friendship between a witch and a monster.
• Illustrated by Sally Rippin herself,one of Australia’s best-selling children's authors and the creator of the

massive Billie B Brown and Hey Jack series.
• Explores the importance of empathy, understanding and love through a gentle but profound adventure story. So 

important for the times we live in!

Child Middle Fiction

AU$16.99 | NZ$18.99

https://www.dropbox.com/s/wt0jsce2nu11wq4/Polly%20and%20Buster%2003%20The%20Search%20for%20the%20Silver%20Witch.pdf?dl=0


    olly Proggett is a witch and her best friend, Buster   

     Grewclaw, is a monster. But they live in Blackmoon Coven, 

where witches usually don’t mix with monsters, and their 

friendship has led them into all kinds of trouble.

Polly and Buster have been on the run from Deidre 

Halloway, the leader of the Witches Against Monsters 

movement, who has somehow got it into her mind that 

Buster is dangerous. Polly’s favourite teacher,

Miss Spinnaker, hides Polly and Buster at her mother and 

stepfather’s house, deep in the Amber Skull Forest, and heads 

back into Blackmoon Coven to try to set things right. But 

What Came  
Before Now

P

when she doesn’t return, and Mrs Halloway turns up on their 

doorstep, our two friends decide they have to take matters into 

their own hands. 

Following the directions she receives from her magic 
stones, Polly heads into dark and dangerous territory,

first escaping from a gang of angry monsters, then a mine full 

of spooky ghosts, always with her best friend, Buster, by her side. 

Polly is overjoyed to find her father’s ghost deep in the 

mines. He explains that a mythical gorvan was

accidentally woken in the mines and its mist has been making 

witches and monsters hate each other. Polly does the spell 

he teaches her to put the gorvan back to sleep. Now that the 

gorvan’s mist is no longer infecting the town with its badness, 

Blackmoon Coven should go back to the peaceful place it once 

was … Shouldn’t it? 
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grazes on her cheeks and a fading bite mark on 

her hand, Winifred has returned to her usual 

eye-rolling and annoying self. 

 ‘Oh, thank you, darling,’ Mrs Proggett says, 

smiling. ‘I used fresh maggots this time. They 

make a much smoother paste and they are so 

good for you!’

Polly watches her sister spit a mouthful of 

chewed-up jackaron into her napkin when their 

mother’s back is turned. Caterpillars are one 

thing, but no young witch can 

pretend they like maggots. 

Not even Winifred! She 

reaches past Polly for the box 

of Crispy Toad Flakes.

Polly giggles. She is happy 

to be back with her family 

after such a long time away.  She 

slips the rest of her jackaron to Gumpy, their 

pet bortal, when no-one is looking. ‘I’d better 

go pack my bag,’ she says, pushing back from 

the table. ‘I don’t want to miss the bus.’



9

Polly snorts. ‘What are you talking about, 

Mum? Buster is my friend. My best friend.  

You know that.’ She looks to Winifred for support, 

but her big sister turns away, cheeks reddening.

Polly’s mother sits down and takes Polly’s 

hand in hers. Her eyes are full of fear. 

‘I really didn’t want to tell you this, darling, but 

over the last few days things between witches 

and monsters have got much worse. They are 

saying on the news there’s going to be a war 

in Blackmoon Coven. I’m sorry, Polly, but it 

seems Mrs Halloway was right. Some monsters 

are dangerous.’

‘What?’ says Polly in disbelief. ‘But that’s 
not true!’

‘It is true, Polly!’ Winifred says, her eyes 

lighting up with drama. ‘You can’t trust any 

monsters anymore.’



PACK ISBN: 9349685017752 

INIDICATIVE IMAGERY 

PACK INCLUDES:

4 x copies of Polly and Buster: The Wayward Witch and the Feelings 
Monster, 4 x copies of Polly and Buster: The Mystery of the Magic 
Stones, 4 x copies Polly and Buster: The Search for the Silver Witch

4 x copies of 
The Wayward Witch 

and the Feelings 
Monster

4 x copies of 
The Mystery of the 

Magic Stones

4 x copies of 
The Search for the 

Silver Witch

PRICING:

AU/NZ RRP: $203.88 / $227.88 
AU/NZ Net: $101.94 / $ 113.94

4 x copies of 
The Wayward Witch 

and the Feelings 
Monster

• 
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Full Colour

Also available from 
Hannah Sommerville:

Jetty Jumping 
9781760500658SOR

Market Day
Carrie Gallasch

Hannah Sommerville

When a young girl is given a coin to spend at the market, she thinks carefully about what to use it for. As her family revels in 
the wondrous sights, sounds and smells of the market, the girl sees lots of things she likes. There are towering stacks of fruit, 
spinning rides, glass jars filled with sweets – what will she choose?

It’s only when a busker brings the food hall to life with his music that the girl finally knows exactly what to do with her coin. 
A story brimming with joy, generosity and magic from two of Australia’s beloved picture book creators. Carrie Gallasch’s 
beautiful text evokes the warmth and community of the market, while Hannah Sommerville brings this glorious world to life 
with rich colour and texture.

Key Information
• Exciting local picture-book partnership.
• Hannah Sommerville's star is on the rise with her CBCA nomination, and the critically acclaimed Anisa's Alpahbet

and bestselling Jetty Jumping. 

• Inspired by Adelaide's Central Market – lovers of the Central Market will notice familiar details!
• Themes of community, gratitude and generosity.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/wfhjr63xmbqoq2i/Market%20Day.pdf?dl=0


We pass by lots of things.

Some I like ...

I squeeze Dad’s hand. 

Everything is big and 
everything is loud! 

... and some 
I don’t! 



There are bowls of rice,
and seasons,

Strings of vibrant oranges sway in celebration.

and spice.

Bunches of crisp, brown 
paper hold surprises inside, 
and apples are stacked  
higher than mountains. 

‘Have a look at that!’ points Dad.

But I don’t think that’s what I’ll get. 



The trolley becomes full.  
Dad says it’s time for dinner.

There are lots of chairs,
with lots of different  
people sitting in them. 

A boy strums his guitar 
while life and laughter  
echoes into the air.
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Reggie Round and the Aga Panthers
Jane Grant

Martina Heiduczek

Reggie Round has always been afraid of the house next door, so when he overhears his parents talking about the agapanthus 
in the next-door garden, his imagination goes into overdrive. Regular panthers are terrifying, so imagine the ferocity of a feral, 
blue aga panther! In his quest to find out more, Reggie discovers something else entirely: by broadening our horizons, we can 
overcome fears and live a richer, more fulfilling life.

Key Information
• Local author and illustrator.
• Love them or hate them, every Australian has an opinion about agapanthus.
• Suspenseful, visually-exciting narrative that will appeal to kids.
• Funny word play and themes of community and intergenerational relationships that will appeal to librarians, educators

and parents.
• Striking cover/internal art that evokes the Australian summer.
• January release when Agapanthus are in full bloom.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/cuif3sh0g1vq2le/Reggie%20Round%20and%20the%20Aga%20Panthers.pdf?dl=0


One night, after the lights went out, Reggie  

began to think about the house next door.

He thought about its shadows and its twisted  

vines and the way the air felt cold when he  

went too close to the fence.

Reggie shuddered. He tried to focus on the 

comforting sound of his mum and dad in the  

next room.

‘We have to do something about the garden 

next door,’ said his dad. ‘The agapanthus  

have gone feral.’

‘They’re completely wild,’ his mum  

agreed, ‘especially the blue ones.  

They’ll be in our garden before we know it.’

HG AGAPANTHERS TEXT_ART_02.indd   6-7HG AGAPANTHERS TEXT_ART_02.indd   6-7 5/8/21   10:20 am5/8/21   10:20 am



Ferocious creatures roamed through  

Reggie’s dreams all night.

He woke up earlier than usual.  

When he went downstairs, he found  

himself jumping at every noise.

Reggie knew what panthers were,  

but what were aga panthers?  

What were feral, wild, blue aga panthers?

HG AGAPANTHERS TEXT_ART_02.indd   8-9HG AGAPANTHERS TEXT_ART_02.indd   8-9 5/8/21   10:20 am5/8/21   10:20 am



That was how he spotted it. Hidden among  

the plants was something shiny. Something red. 

If I edge along the branch, I can just reach it, Reggie thought.  

But as he inched across, he heard a rustle.

Reggie lost his balance and tumbled down,  

over the fence and into the garden below.

HG AGAPANTHERS TEXT_ART_02.indd   12-13HG AGAPANTHERS TEXT_ART_02.indd   12-13 5/8/21   10:20 am5/8/21   10:20 am
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Our Home, Our Heartbeat
Adam Briggs

Kate Moon, Rachael Sarra

Adapted from Briggs’ celebrated song 'The Children Came Back', Our Home, Our Heartbeat is a celebration of past and 
present Indigenous legends, as well as emerging generations, and at its heart honours the oldest continuous culture on earth.

Readers will recognise Briggs' distinctive voice and contagious energy within the pages of Our Home, Our Heartbeat, 
signifying a new and exciting chapter in children's Indigenous publishing.

Key Information
• Winner of the 2021 ABIA Awards, Children's Picture Book of the Year.
• Briggs is a much-loved hip-hop artist, screenwriter and producer, working on shows such as Matt Groening's

Disenchantment and The Weekly with Charlie Pickering.
• Briggs won 'Film Clip of the Year' and was shortlisted for 'Artist of the Year' at the 2019 National Indigenous Music Awards.
• Kate Moon is a celebrated artist, mainly in animation – http://katemoon.com.au/
• Rachael Sarra is an emerging Indigenous artist from Brisbane – https://www.rachaelsarra.com/
• Fresh, contemporary illustration and design – signifying a new chapter in children's Indigenous publishing.

200 x 245 mm

https://www.dropbox.com/s/4z3fofrarzsq16g/Our%20Home%20Our%20Heartbeat.pdf?dl=0


Meet the Author
Adam Briggs

Adam Briggs, who performs as Briggs, is an Indigenous 
Australian rapper, recordlabel owner, comedy writer, 

and actor. Briggs became well known as a solo rapper, 
signing with Golden Era Records in 2009, before co-

founding the hip hop duo A.B. Original in 2016.

Extending his career beyond music, Briggs has 
appeared in several television series on ABC: as a 

writer and actor for the second season of the sketch 
comedy Black Comedy in 2016; playing the role of 
Maliyan in the drama series Cleverman in the same 

year; becoming a regular cast member on news satire 
program The Weekly with Charlie Pickering; and more 

recently a writer for Matt Groening's new show 
Disenchantment.



Meet the Illustrator
Kate Moon

Kate Moon is an illustrator, character designer and 
3D artist from Melbourne. She specialises in 

character work, visual development and asset 
production across a wide range of mediums, from 

animation to print.

Kate has worked on major animated campaigns for 
clients such as Target, Drumstick, Honda and City 

of Melbourne, as well as feature film projects 
including Spongebob: Sponge Out of Water, 
Ghostbusters 2016 and Game of Thrones..



Meet the Illustrator
Rachel Sarra

Rachael Sarra is a contemporary Aboriginal artist 
from Goreng Goreng Country. Rachael uses art as 

a powerful tool to educate and share Aboriginal 
culture and its evolution. Rachael's work often 

challenges and explores society's perception of 
what Aboriginal art and identity is. Rachael 

graduated with a Bachelor of Visual 
Communication Design from the Queensland 

College of Art in Brisbane. Her work ‘Two Worlds’ 
was projected onto the William Jolly Bridge, and 

she has worked with major clients such as Suncorp 
Super Netball, Life Apparel Co., Concrete Jellyfish 

Co., Australia Post and Kmart...
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Star Wars The Mandalorian: Season 2 Junior Novel
Joe Schreiber

Relive the excitement of the second season of Star Wars: The Mandalorian! The Mandalorian and Grogu 
continue their journey to find more of Grogu's kind as they make their way through a dangerous galaxy in the 
tumultuous era following the fall of the Empire. They will encounter strange creatures, mysterious Jedi, old 
friends, and the sinister Moff Gideon, who wants the Child for his own purposes.... This is the way!

Key Information

• From the world of Disney’s successful live-action TV series, The Mandalorian.
• Featuring the internet’s favourite green wonder, The Child.
• he hugely-anticipated third season of The Mandalorian will premiere on Disney+ in 2022!

19 January 2022
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Little Bear Makes Mistakes
A Big Feelings Book
Jedda Robaard

From the best-selling pre-school author Jedda Robaard comes this beautiful, engaging new preschool series 
about big feelings and how to deal with them!

Today Little Bear is going on a picnic.
But what happens when he keeps making mistakes?

Toddlers need help navigating complex emotions and frustrations, and who better to help them than Jedda Robaard’s kind, 
thoughtful and relatable little creatures. With a lightness of touch, a sense of delight and plenty of humour, modern families will 
enjoy snuggling up to follow these little friends as they learn to manage their emotions and treat others kindly.

Author Details

Jedda Robaard is an illustrator and graphic designer based in Melbourne, Australia. She is also the director of a successful art 
school for children. She has written and illustrated multiple children’s books. Jedda’s work is well known in Australia and 
internationally, having been published in many languages, including English, French, Dutch, Greek, Italian, Korean and Chinese.

Key Information
• Toddlers are known for having big feelings! This series is designed to help gently model ways to work through their

frustrations.
• A gorgeous new addition to Jedda Robaard’s best-selling range of water-colour board books.
• Jedda's Little Creatures series is beloved around the globe, with more than 1 million copies soldworldwide and

translated into more than 10 languages.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/w0ancfwm9ygvh0y/Little%20Bear%20Makes%20Mistakes.pdf?dl=0


Today, Little Bear is excited.
He’s going on a picnic for his
best friend’s birthday!



Off they go!

But has  
Little Bear 
forgotten
something?

He has made  
a mistake.
He forgot to
pack his map.

Uh-oh!



‘That’s OK,’ 
says Zebra. 
‘Everyone
makes mistakes. 
You can share  
my map.’

says Little Bear. 

'thank you!'
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Little Fox Learns to Share
A Big Feelings Book
Jedda Robaard

From the best-selling pre-school author Jedda Robaard comes this beautiful, engaging new preschool series 
about big feelings and how to deal with them!

Today Little Fox wants to play on his own.
But can he find a way to share?

Toddlers need help navigating complex emotions and frustrations, and who better to help them than Jedda Robaard’s kind, 
thoughtful and relatable little creatures. With a lightness of touch, a sense of delight and plenty of humour, modern families will 
enjoy snuggling up to follow these little friends as they learn to manage their emotions and treat others kindly.

Author Details

Jedda Robaard is an illustrator and graphic designer based in Melbourne, Australia. She is also the director of a successful art 
school for children. She has written and illustrated multiple children’s books. Jedda’s work is well known in Australia and 
internationally, having been published in many languages, including English, French, Dutch, Greek, Italian, Korean and Chinese.

Key Information

• Toddlers are known for having big feelings! This series is designed to help gently model ways to work through their
frustrations.

• A gorgeous new addition to Jedda Robaard’s best-selling range of water-colour board books.
• Jedda's Little Creatures series is beloved around the globe, with more than 1 million copies soldworldwide and

translated into more than 10 languages.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/l9basdif7lmarwl/Little%20Fox%20Learns%20to%20Share.pdf?dl=0


Today Little Fox wants 
to play on his own.  

‘No, 
Toucan!’

He DOESN’T 
want to share 
his books.



He DOESN’T want  
to share his cart.

‘No, 
Toucan!’



He DOESN’T want to share his blocks.

‘No,Toucan!’
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Skyborn
Sinéad  O’Hart

The circus has seen better days, but for Bastjan it’s home. He will do anything he can to save it, even if it means 
participating in a death-defying new act. But when that fails to draw in the crowds, the ringmaster makes a deal with a 
mysterious man by the name of Dr Bauer.

 In exchange for his help, Bauer wants a box that belonged to Bastjan’s mother and came from her birthplace – the faraway 
island of Melita. Bastjan is desperate to keep his only memento of his mother out of Bauer’s hands. And as he uncovers 
more about the strange objects contained within, he realizes it’s not only the circus that’s in terrible danger…

A fast-paced and atmospheric fantasy adventure for fans of NEVERMOOR, THE UNCOMMONERS and SKYSONG. 
 Praise for THE EYE OF THE NORTH: 

“A charming, thrilling tale of adventure” – Kiran Millwood Hargrave, author of THE GIRL OF INK AND STARS
“O’Hart’s writing crackles with imagination” – Jennifer Bell, author of THE UNCOMMONERS
“A wonderfully exciting adventure” – Abi Elphinstone, author of SKYSONG

Author Details

Sinéad O’Hart was raised in a small house full of books in the south-east of Ireland. She has a degree in Medieval English 
and has had many careers (including butcher, bookseller and university lecturer). She now lives in County Meath, near 
Dublin, with her husband, their daughter and an ever-expanding book collection. Visit sjohart.wordpress.com | @SJOHart

Key Information

• A fast-paced and richly atmospheric fantasy adventure for fans of Nevermoor, The Uncommoners and Skysong.
• The prequel to the much-loved The Eye of the North, exploring Thing’s origin story
• Sinead’s second book, The Star-Spun Web, is one of the ten titles on the 2020 KPMG Children’s Books Ireland Awards

shortlist.
• Sinead O’Hart is a rising star in children’s fiction, with a limitless imagination

Child Middle Fiction

NA
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Jasper and Scruff: The Great Cat Cake-off
Nicola Colton

Jasper and Scruff’s latest venture, Paws Diner, is a big success. Customers come from far and wide to sample 
their Salted Caramel Cake and the place is always packed. Until, that is, The Sophisticafé opens across the street. 
Determined not to be outdone by their old enemies, The Sophisticats, Jasper sets to work on a fancy new menu. 
But while Jasper hopes to gain a coveted three paw rating from the great restaurant critic Gaspard le Skunk, Scruff 
worries that his friend is forgetting about their loyal regulars. Worse still, The Sophisticats have heard that Gaspard 
is paying the diner a visit and have cooked up a fiendish plan…

Author Details

Nicola Colton is an Irish author-illustrator living in Bristol and is the creator of the popular ‘People of Bristol’. Her 
work has featured in editorials, print and web campaigns for clients such as Boots UK and Fáilte Ireland and in 
various exhibitions. Her debut picture book, A DUBLIN FAIRYTALE, was nominated for an Irish Book Award in 
2015 and ZIM ZAM ZOOM! was longlisted for the CLiPPA and UKLA Book Awards 2017.

Key Information

Limited palette

• A charming double act of cool cat Jasper and endlessly enthusiastic puppy Scruff.
• Stylish yet fun illustrations in a limited palette.• 
• • Explores what friendship really means, with a very light touch.
• • The third book in an energetic new series from this talented author-illustrator.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/q4vwtpe9eqpp35x/The%20Great%20Cat%20Cake-off.pdf?dl=0


Jasper was the type of cat who liked 

to cook fancy food and visit fancy 

restaurants. 



10 11

“Well, you could have fooled me, 

Scruff. You ate five Cheese Monsieurs 

yesterday! The catnip gives the sauce 

our signature tang and the bubbles 

make it extra rich. It’s my secret 

ingredient!” 

“Ah, so that’s why it’s not in the 

recipe!” said Scruff, glancing over at 

Jasper’s chef’s journal.

“Now make yourself useful and stir 

this sauce.” Jasper adjusted his chef’s 

hat. “It’s almost lunchtime – our 

busiest time of day. I’m going to  

check if Milly and Milo need  

some help waiting tables.”



Scruff coughed up a golden ball of 

sandwich. It flew out of his mouth, 

taking his moustache with it. 

Smash! The ball crashed into a tray  

of crystal glasses. Then… Splash!  

It bounced into a bowl of soup, 

dousing a family of well-dressed pugs.

“Ack!”

 

The music stopped. Everyone fell 

silent and turned to look at  

Jasper and Scruff. 



Jasper and Scruff
9781788950695

Jasper and Scruff for the Golden Bone 
9781788950534

Jasper and Scruff Take a Bow 
9781788952545
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Radha and Jai's Recipe for Romance
Nisha Sharma

Radha was on the verge of winning the world’s biggest kathak dancing competition when a family betrayal shattered her 
dreams, and her confidence. Now, she’s made a deal with her mum: study dance for a year at the Princeton Academy of 
Arts and Sciences and then leave that world forever. But if she’s not a dancer, what is she? Could learning to cook – a way 
to connect with her absent father – become her new passion?

Jai, captain of the academy’s Bollywood Beats dance team, is putting his hopes of going to medical school on hold because 
money is tight at home. But then Jai meets Radha and as sparks fly, he soon realizes she could be the ingredient he and 
Bollywood Beats need for a life-changing year. Can Radha and Jai figure out their dreams and choreograph their happily 
ever after?

For fans of Elizabeth Acevedo’s With the Fire on High and Sandhya Menon’s When Dimple Met Rishi.

Author Details

Nisha Sharma grew up immersed in Bollywood movies, eighties pop culture and romance novels. Nisha credits her father 
for her multiple graduate degrees and her mother for her love of Shah Rukh Khan and Jane Austen. She is the author of My 
So-Called Bollywood Life and Radha and Jai's Recipe For Romance. She lives in New Jersey with her cat, Lizzie Bennett, 
and her dog, Nancey Drew. Visit www.nisha-sharma.com / @nishawrites.

Key Information
• The second YA novel from the award-winning Nisha Sharma.
• My So-Called Bollywood Life was described as a “delightful and humorous debut” by Kirkus.
• Perfect for fans of Meg Cabot, Sandyha Menon and Aisha Saeed.
• Foodies will love Radha’s experimentation with old family recipes.
• Introduces readers to the competitive world of kathak dancing.

NA
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/eartjjua2mfr4vv/Radha%20and%20Jai%27s%20Recipe%20for%20Romance_ins.pdf?dl=0
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Eureka!
A Big Book of Discoveries
Jonathan Litton

Wenjia Tang

Dive into a world of discoveries!

Meet the bright sparks who developed electricity and the scientists who looked to the stars. Marvel at mathematicians and be 
amazed by archaeologists as you learn about discoveries both old and new in this exciting encyclopaedia of exploration!

Author Details

Wenjia Tang is a freelance illustrator graduated from Maryland Institute College of Art in 2017. She was born in southeast 
China and came to the US for high school when she was 15. She loves all kinds of animals and lives with a cat in 
Manhattan, New York. Her work has been recognized by American Illustration, Society of Illustrators, AOI, 3x3 Magazine etc.

Jonathan Litton has written numerous children's books in prose and verse. He loves using his science background to write 
about sea creatures, space and saving the planet but is also fond of penning stories about pirates, princesses and picnics. 
When not writing, he can usually be found on his bike.

Key Information
• Stylish and colourful illustrations showcase scientific discoveries.
• Amusing and informative text takes readers on a tour through time and space to see humankind's best and most

interesting inventions!
• Covers a broad range of topics including chemistry, physics, biology, geology and more!

Full Colour

https://www.dropbox.com/s/8vb8utnuqafaum7/Eureka.pdf?dl=0
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Touch and Trace ABC
Harriet Evans and Jordan Wray

Little learners will know their ABC and numbers in no time with these interactive books. A tactile introduction to the world 
of writing and the magic of maths! Abrightnewfirst-conceptsseries, perfectforkinaestheticlearning. 

Author Details

Harriet Evans works in children's publishing and spends her days researching cool animal facts, imagining awesome 
adventures and drinking copious amounts of tea.

Key Information
• A touch and trace book.
• Kinaesthetic learning for first-concepts and ABCs.
• Interactive and tactile.

Full Colour

SOR

https://www.dropbox.com/s/zg05cufu6tzrlvz/Touch%20and%20Trace%20ABC.pdf?dl=0
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Touch and Trace 123
Harriet Evans and Jordan Wray

Little learners will be counting to twenty in no time with this interactive number book. Full of numbers to trace and 
sums to do, this book has plenty for brainy babies to discover and delight in.A terrific and tactile introduction to the 
magic of maths!

Author Details

Harriet Evans works in children's publishing and spends her days researching cool animal facts, imagining 
awesome adventures and drinking copious amounts of tea.

Key Information
• A touch and trace book.
• Kinaesthetic learning for first-concepts and counting.
• Interactive and tactile.

Full Colour

SOR

https://www.dropbox.com/s/8jygl46cjq3nj95/Touch%20and%20Trace%20123.pdf?dl=0
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What a Wonderful Phrase
A collection of amazing idioms from around the world
Nicola Edwards and Manu Montoya

This beautifully illustrated and witty book is filled to the brim with curious phrases from around the world.  Travel from country 
to country and learn the history behind interesting and unusual idioms, and the greater cultures which shaped them.

From the endearing French phrase “to be a blue flower” to the fascinating Japanese saying “to wear a cat on one’s head”, 
this book explores the diversity and importance of language worldwide.  Younger readers will love sharing these quirky 
phrases with their friends and discovering more about the world we live in.

Beautiful artwork from Manu Montoya and captivating text from the author of What a Wonderful Word perfectly capture the 
intricacies of global cultures. 

Author Details
Nicola was raised by the seaside in beautiful Brighton. She loves reading, dancing, rhyming and turquoise things. She now 
lives with her husband and son in East London and spends her days writing and editing children’s books. She has been 
nominated for the UKLA 2019 award. @NicolaBookFace

Manu was born in Medellín, Colombia. She studied Graphic Design and Advertising at the University of Medellín in her 
hometown and Art Direction in ELISAVA in Barcelona where she actually lives.She grew up both in the city and the country, 
and spent most of her childhood playing in the woods discovering plants and animals and, of course, drawing. 

Key Information

• An incredible introduction to cultures around the world.
• Colourful and welcoming illustrations take children on a voyage of discovery.
• Little readers are encouraged to think about other cultures, countries and languages.
• A quirky and entertaining insight into the different languages which make our planet so special.
• Children will love sharing what they learn with their friends.
• Encourages curiosity about the world and other cultures.
• Includes a pronunciation guide to help readers correctly say each phrase.
• From the author of What a Wonderful Word.

Full Colour

https://www.dropbox.com/s/mhz340xfsujnsn7/What%20A%20Wonderful%20Phrase_ins.pdf?dl=0
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to cost an arm and a leg
English 

To be expens ive

Some have cla imed 
that ,  in  the 18th 
century ,  por t ra i t s  were 
pr iced based on how 
many limbs  you had 
in  the p ic ture .  The 
cheapes t  opt ion was 
to  have your  head and 
shoulders  in  the f rame, 
but  the cos t  went  up 
as  you included arms , 
w i th  legs  mak ing 
things  even pr icier ! 
However ,  i t ’ s  more 
li ke ly  that  the phrase 
was co ined after  the 
Second Wor ld War 
in  reference to  so ld iers 
los ing limbs  in  combat 
– a high pr ice to
pay inde ed .

The mos t  expens ive 
p iece of  ar t  so ld  at 
auct ion i s  Leonardo 
da Vinci ’ s  Salvator 
Mundi  ( 'Sav iour  of  the 
Wor ld ' ) .  I t  so ld  for  a 
co lossa l  $450 million 
in  2017 .  Amazing ly , 
the same pa in t ing 
went  for  around $60 
in  1958,  when i t 
was  thought  one of 
da Vinci ’ s  fo llowers , 
Bernard ino Luini , 
pa in ted i t . 

In  2007,  a  27-year -
o ld Welshman so ld 
hi s  imaginary f r iend 
on eBay for  around 
£3 ,000 because he 
was get t ing to o o ld 
for  him !  He rece ived 
31 bids  for  hi s  pa l ,  
Jon Malip ieman .

In  2003,  a  cas ino 
pa id $28,000 for  a 
che ese toas t ie  wi th 
a bi te  mi s s ing .  In  the 
USA,  Flor ida ’ s  Diane 
Duyser  had se en the 
face of  the Virg in 
Mary impr in ted on 
the bread back in 
1994 and the toas t ie 
became famous  around 
the wor ld .  She kept  i t 
in  a  p las t ic  box  for  a 
decade,  after  which 
she warned buyers 
that  the sandwich was 
not  meant  to  be eaten !



who saw a peacock 
dance in the jungle??

I f  you want  to  be not iced ,  you can ’ t  ke ep your  ta lents  hidden/
Don ’ t  was te  beaut i ful  things  on people who don ’ t  deserve them

In  H indu scr ip ture , 
peacocks  are symbolic 
of  the cycle  of 
t ime .  They are a l so 
associa ted wi th 
Lakshmi ,  the goddess 
of  weal th ,  which i s 
why many Ind ians  
ke ep peacock 
feathers  in  the ir  home, 
be liev ing they he lp 
br ing go od for tune .

Peacock ta il  feathers 
can grow up to  1 .8m 
(6ft )  long ,  mak ing up 
around 60% of  the 
bird ’ s  body length .  In 
sp i te  of  thi s ,  peacocks 
can fly  per fect ly  well , 
a l though not  very  far .

When a peacock 
shakes  i t s  feathers 
dur ing mat ing season 
to  at t ract  peahens , 
i t s  feathers  quiver , 
g iv ing out  a  low-
f requency sound .  They 
can cho ose whether  to 
a t t ract  females  f rom 
nearby or  far  away by 
mov ing d i fferent  par t s 
of  the ir  p lumage .

Peacocks  are a symbol 
of  grace ,  pr ide and 
beauty  in  Ind ia ,  where 
they are the nat iona l 
bird ,  so  i t  i s  fi t t ing that 
they would be used 
as  a metaphor  for 
something wonderful .

Hindi

Jungle mein mor nacha kisne dekha? 

(JUN-gul mein mohr NAA-cha KIS-neh de-KHA?)
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it's raining cats and dogs
I t  i s  ra ining heav ily /The weather  i s  s tormy

English

In  1930,  res idents  in 
Winnfie ld ,  Loui s iana , 
USA,  repor ted hear ing 
a loud whir r ing sound 
before " thousands  of 
beaut i fully  co lored 
birds  began to  fa ll  [ . . . ] 
carpet ing the ground 
wi th  a mass  of  co lor 
that  was dazzling" .  
I t  i s  be lieved that 
these birds  could have  
be en swept  nor th  
by a powerful  s torm 
over  South  and 
Centra l  Amer ica .

Tornadic  waterspouts 
(co lumns  of  ro tat ing , 
cloud- filled wind 
that  lo ok a bi t  li ke 
tornadoes  and form 
over  water )  can sp in 
a t  160kmph (99mph) , 
pulling water ,  s tones 
and even small  aquat ic 
animals  in to  the ir 
funne l s .  Updraft s  ( r i s ing 
movements  of  gas )  can 
suck in  bigger  animals , 
such as  bats ,  birds , 
f rogs  and snakes…  but 
even then ,  cats  and 
dogs  may be a s t retch ! 

In  1876,  huge fleshy 
chunks  ra ined down 
in  Bath  County , 
Kentucky ,  USA . 
One loca l  res ident 
descr ibed how i t  " fe ll 
li ke  large snowflakes . " 
Eventua lly ,  i t  was  
found to  be animal 
t i s sue .  Unbelievably , 
scient i s t s  think  i t  was 
probably  pro ject ile -
vomi ted by vul tu res 
f rom a great  he ight !

Thi s  phrase could 
come f rom the 
o ld Eng li sh  word 
catadupe ,  meaning 
'water fa ll ' ,  or  the 
Gre ek express ion cata 
doxa ,  which means 
'cont rary  to  be lief ' , 
because i f  i t  i s  ra ining 
cats  and dogs ,  i t  i s 
ra ining unbelievably 
hard .  A s torm wi th 
wind ( symboli sed in 
Norse mytho logy by 
dogs )  and heavy ra in 
(associa ted wi th  cats , 
who r ide through 
s torms as  wi tches ’ 
companions )  a l so 
sugges t s  the imagery 
implied in  ‘ ra ining cats 
and dogs ’ . 
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